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Aims and Objectives 

This training is for teachers of the Pearson Edexcel GCSE History specification and will 

provide feedback and insights on the May/June 2024 exam series. The session will focus on 

the performance of some of the key questions in the series and provide analysis to support. 

The session will point out key statistical performance data that may help with your planning 

for the year ahead. 

 

You will also: 
 

• receive feedback on the performance of candidates in the May/June 2024 exam series 

• consider the variation of candidates’ performance on different questions and explore why 

performance varies 

• address common issues and FAQs. 

 

GCSE History specification and assessment changes 

• This note is a reminder that changes are being made to the Pearson Edexcel GCSE 

History specification content and assessment model: assessment and language 

changes apply from the June 2025 exam series onwards, and content changes from the 

June 2026 exam series onwards. 

• We strongly recommend, if you haven't already, that you familiarise yourself with these 

changes. Some options are affected more than others, but all options are affected by the 

assessment changes. 

• Below is a link to the summary guidance document, which will help you to find all the 

specific information and guidance available to help you take on board these changes: 

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-

learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf 

• If you have any queries, please contact Mark Battye, our History subject advisor, at 

TeachingHistory@pearson.com. 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf


 

GCSE History Exam Insights May/June 2024 – 
delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 2 of 61 

 

Contents 

 

Questions targeting AO1 knowledge and understanding 

Exemplar 1 – Medicine in Britain, Q1 3–4 

Exemplar 2 – Early Elizabethan England, Q1(a) 5 

 

Questions targeting AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 analysis 

Exemplar 3 – Migrants in Britain, Q5  6–10 

Exemplar 4 – Early Elizabethan England, Q1(c)(i)  11–15 

Exemplar 5 -Crime and punishment in Britain, Q3  16–17 

Exemplar 6 – Warfare and British society, Q3 18–19 

Exemplar 7 – Conflict in the Middle East, Q1  20–22 

Exemplar 8 – Superpower relations and the Cold War, Q2  23–25 

Exemplar 9 – Spain and the ‘New World’, Q2  26–28 

Exemplar 10 – The American West, Q3 options 1 and 2 29–34 

Exemplar 11 – British America, Q3 options 1 and 2  35–40 

 

Questions targeting AO3 sources 

Exemplar 12 – Mao’s China, Q3a 41–43 

Exemplar 13 – Russia and the Soviet Union, Q1 46–47 

Exemplar 14 – Warfare and British society, Q2b 48–49 

 

Questions targeting AO4 interpretations 

Exemplar 15 – Russia and the Soviet Union, Q3b and Q3c 50–53 

Exemplar 16 – Weimar and Nazi Germany, Q3d 54–61 

 

 

All exemplars include generic and indicative mark schemes, plus sources and 

interpretations as required. 

 

  



 

GCSE History Exam Insights May/June 2024 – 
delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 3 of 61 

 

Exemplars used in the exam insights presentation in full 

 

Questions targeting AO1 knowledge and understanding 

 

Exemplar 1 – Medicine in Britain, Q1 
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Exemplar 1 – 4 marks 
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Exemplar 2 – Early Elizabethan England, Q1(a) 

 
Exemplar 2 – 2 marks 

 
  



 

GCSE History Exam Insights May/June 2024 – 
delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 6 of 61 

 

Questions targeting AO1 knowledge and understanding and AO2 analysis 

Exemplar 3 – Migrants in Britain, Q5 
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Exemplar 3 – 16 marks + 4 SPaG 
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Exemplar 4 – Early Elizabethan England, Q1(c)(i) 
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Exemplar 4 – 8 marks 
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Exemplar 5 -Crime and punishment in Britain, Q3 
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Exemplar 5 – 4 marks  

 
  



 

GCSE History Exam Insights May/June 2024 – 
delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 18 of 61 

 

Exemplar 6 – Warfare and British society, Q3 
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Exemplar 6 – 2 marks 
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Exemplar 7 – Conflict in the Middle East, Q1 
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Exemplar 7 – 8 marks 
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Exemplar 8 – Superpower relations and the Cold War, Q2 
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Exemplar 8 – 8 marks  
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Exemplar 9 – Spain and the ‘New World’, Q2 
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Exemplar 9 – 4 marks 
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Exemplar 10 – The American West, Q3 options 1 and 2 
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Exemplar 10 option 1 – 8 marks 
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Exemplar 10 option 2 – 8 marks 
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Exemplar 11 – British America, Q3 options 1 and 2 
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Exemplar 11 option 1 – 5 marks 
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Exemplar 11 option 2 – 3 marks 
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Questions targeting AO3 sources 

 

Exemplar 12 – Mao’s China, Q3a 
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Exemplar 12 – 8 marks 
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Exemplar 13 – Russia and the Soviet Union, Q1 
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Exemplar 13 – 4 marks 
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Exemplar 14 – Warfare and British society, Q2b 
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Exemplar 14 – 2 marks 

 
  



 

GCSE History Exam Insights May/June 2024 – 
delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 50 of 61 

 

Questions targeting AO4 interpretations 

 

Exemplar 15 – Russia and the Soviet Union, Q3b and Q3c 

 

 
 

Exemplar 15, Q3b – 4 marks 
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Exemplar 15, Q3c – 4 marks 
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Exemplar 16 – Weimar and Nazi Germany, Q3d 
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Exemplar 16 – 15 marks + 4 SPaG 
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